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Quando alea bos animos? Juy, 





MONG all the Amufements, invent- 
ed by the idle part of Mankind, to 
pafs away their Time, there is not 
¢, which is attended with fo many Evil 
onfequences as that of Gaming, nor indeed 
y fo much below the Dignity of Human- 


Jature, it being an Employment fo Trifling 


Appearance, that a Man with a Box and 


pice, ishardly diftinguifhable from a Child 


ith it’s Rattle, or when he Diverts himfelf 
ith a few fcraps of Painted Pafte-board, 
he make one whit a better figure. 
But fetting Appearances of this kind afide, 
ich can make even the Wifeft look Ridi- 
lous, I fhall chiefly Dwell upon the more 
lid Evils, that attend all intemperate prac. 
ioners in this way, and thefe I thall Sum 
in the following Loffes. viz. Lofs of Time ; 












(3) 
Lofs of Repusation; Lofs of Health 5 Lofs of @ 
Fortune ; Lofs of Temper , and what is often © 
the Effect of it, the Lofs of Life it felf. 
Firft, That it is a Lofs of Time, is plain, & 
becaufe our Time may be employ’d to more a 
advantage; for by Six Hours in the twenty” 
four, I can makemy felf Wifer, and better, 
and Richer 7 whereas on the Conttary, by @ 
Cards or Dice, I do Infallibly grow more #7 
Stupid, and Worfe; and a Hundred to One 
againit me J grow Reorer. é 
Secondly, That it is a Lofs of Reputation, 
aid Eftéem in the World, is eafily proved, 7 
becaufe no Man of Reputation or Efteem was) 
ever called a Gamefter; Eo. vice verfa, No 
Gamefter can be called a Man of Repurattorie,, 
and Effeem. For in giving the belt Charac 
ters to ‘Men or Women, we never ufe the 
Word Gaming as an Epithet. We fay, for 
Inftance, A great and Glorious King; A wij! 
and a good Governor ; A Leayued and a Piow| 
Bifhop ; An unbiaffed and jujt Chancellor , 1% 
Virtuous and a Modeft Lady, and fo,througi 
the beft Degrees of Men and Women. But 
how odly would it found, if we thould tak 
out the latter Epithet from each of thelqii 
and put in their ftead the Word Gaming 
And fay, A Wife aud aGaming King; A Lear 
ned aud a Gaming Bifbop, An unbiaffed a 
Gaming ChanceYor ; AVirtuous and a Gamix, 
Eady, &c. From-which it is plain, th 
Gaming mult fland and agree with the wo 
Characters; For it Sounds very well to f@ 
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: (3) 
ff | A Profligate Gaming Spendthrife ; A Motori. 
cen | 1s Gaminz Sharper ; A Swearing Gaming 
_. oy Buby. And the fame Epithet will agree as 
a) well with Pick-pockets, Rakes, eee: 






fore © 








city and others of that diftinguifhed Race’ of 
2 * Mankind. 

ms | Thirdly, That it is a Lofs of Health follows 
sah & from the Sedentary Life, to which thofe who 


© follow Gaming are confined ; whence, as lam 
= told by a knowing Phyfician, proceed Drop- 
fies, Gouts, Gravel, and “Stone in the Men.; 
and in the Women, Tynpanies of both kinds, 
) Hy ftericks, Vapours, and a load.of bad Hr. 
mours, for want of thofe Exercifes, whicli 
produce’ Perf{piration, and Evacuations necef- 
ate fary to Invigorate, Strengthen, and preferye 
asa the Animal Oeconomy, free from thofe Nume- 
e the ous Dittempers, which Lazinefs and Slorh 
» 1D roduce: res 
WS Fourthly, That it ts a Lofs of Fortane is out 
Pious © all Difpute, from the Numberiefs Infan- . 
es, Icou’d giveof Lords, Ladies,and Squtres, 
ome of whom have loft .théir:whole Eftates; 
thers the moft part ; others again have laid 
hemfelves tinder fuch difficulties, that their 
Annual Income has fallen very fhort to fup: 
ly them with the Common: Neceffaries of 
ife; fo that they have been obliged to live 
pon the Credit of the enfuing Year. 
And as for Ladies whofe Pride would not 
rmit- them»to be fo obliged to their Cre- 
itors, they ‘either pawn their Houfhold 
oveables, or Sell (what next to Gaming, 
o¢$ Meareft to their Heart) their yery Ba. 
























4 


rapharnalia; but this I muft Remark, has happend 
chiefly among thofe who have been feduced as Cullix : 
to the FafhionableGaae of Quadrill. It will not be i 
here Foreign to my purpole, to Write down fom F 
few Inventories of Goods, lately hawked about by truf- 
ty Chamber-maids. 
Belonging to Lady FLAVIA near Stephen’s-Green. 
1 Diamond Necklace, « Pair of Diamond Ear-Ring, — 
3 Diamond-Rings, and 2 Gold Watch with Trinckess. 
To Mrs. DORI NDA of Dawfon-Street. ) 
2 Large Stiver-Guts, 3 Salvers, 2 Pair of Candieflickhy ~ 
3 Silver Sauce-Pan. 
ToMadamc¢ HLOE in Fervice- Street, , 
2 Birth. Day Suits, 1 Piece of French Damask, Broad | 
Groen Stripe, with White Rowers, Pawned for Nin 
Pounds, 4 Damask Table-Cloatht, and 4 Dozen of Napkins, 
To Madam LI BE RI A of College-Green. oo 
A fine wrought Coverite of « Bed, Apidture of ber Huy | 
band’s Father and Mosher fet in Gold, A Gold Snuff- 
box, 1 Dozen of Silver-(poont, ACbild’s Bells and €oral. 
I have had an Account many more, buc this is © 
full enough to anfwer my Defign, for I intend only © 
by this difcovery that theirH is Should add a lit- © 
tle more to their Pin-money, and thereby enable them 
to 


y th 
ndeed it wou'd not be amifs, if Husbands fhould 
make ufe of their Authority, at leaft co regulate one 
that is, to bring their Wivesto:be con- 
tent with two Hours Play, inftead of twelve in the | 
four and twenty; becaufe fome Inconveniences at- 
tend it. The Servants having al! that Time to them- 
felves, to Intreigue; to Juncket ; to Fill: «nd Steal ; 
to pawn the Inferior Moveables of the Pantry, and 
Kitchen ; and laftly toCorrupt the Children ; by teach- 
ing them Cur Swearing, Lying, and Lewdnefs, 
which in all probability may bring both Ruin and © 
Difgrace to their Family. 

It is very well known that among the great and 
fafhionable People of former ages, they: very rare- 
ly had recourfe to Ganung. We read that Artax- 
erxes, Caso, and Auguftus, did fometimes Divert o—- 

yes 





eir Debts of Honour, ina lefs Scandalous way. 


© felves this Way, but I cannot recolle& that ever the 
© Ladies entered into it at all, their Amufements he- 
D ing rather the Need/e and the Loom ; for which their 
' Perfections are Celebrated by the Oldeft and bet Poet 
of the World, The Men of any Confequence, paffed 
their Evenings in Learned and sarieable Can verlation, 
fuch as tended to make them wiler and better, for 
which I appeal to the Sympofiacks of Plato, the Fesft 
of Xenofbon, and thofe Aecounts given by Macrobius. 
» And to bring the matter nearer our own Times, the 
People of the greateft Confequence, in thefe Britifh Iftes, 
have chofen rather to pals away their Evenings in Po- 
lite Difcourfes with one another ; and I fhould think 
| that I failed in a due Veneration for their Memories, 
if I thould pafs theic Names over in Silence. The 
~ Celebrated Lord Falkland, Earl Carnarvan, Endymion 
| Porter, Mr. Waller, Sit Foba Suckiin; and among the 
converfible Ladies, The Countelles of Bedford, Carlifle, 
Devonfhire, and feveralothers.. This way of Improve- 
ment is elegantly difi ssa y Horace, 
Ls 


0 
Sermo oritur, non de villi Seanibufoe aliens: 
Nec avale necne Lepos Salset : [ed quod magis ad no3 
Persinet, et -me(cire malua off agitamus: utruane 
Divirits hominis, an fins virsuse beati: 
uidve ad amicstias, Ufus, redfuasne trabat nos: 
Es qua ft natura boni, fuasmumd; quid ejus. 


Thus after plain Repaft, each cheerful Gueft; 
With ufeful Converiation, Crowns the Feat, 

Not Trifing Chat, on this, or tother Place, 

Or Lepes Dancing with « betrer Grace; 

But what is more Concern to Humane kind, 

To mend our Manners, and'improve che mind. 
On Philofepbick Queflions wilely bent, 

As whether Wealth or Vittue gives content, 
What Caufe direéts us in the Choice of Friends, 
Our private Int’reft, or more Noble Ends. 

What Road to chufe, what End we fhould purfue, 
And how to keep-the Good Supreme in View. ig 
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For my own Part I cquld rather With, and Ib BP 


lieve matty Husbands would agree with me, Tha 
the Ladies would rather employ themfelves, as Fave. 
nal Defcribes tHofe in his Time, in Fighting Prize 
upon a Publick Seage, whereby théy wou'd at leaf | 

difcover their Activity, and their Courage, in a much | 
more becoming manner, than ( according to the 
prefent Practice) pulling of Coifs upoh a Wrangle ' 


at age . ; 
e Ancients did fo far abhor any Excefs in 
Gaming, That Ariftosse in his 4th Book of Echicks, at | 
the latter end of che 1 ft. Chap. places Tyrants, Game. | 
fter’s and Robbers in one Clafs, their Difpofirions be- | 
ing exactly the fame : Fot who ever yet knew a right 
Gamefter, that was not apt fo infule upon Succes, 
of to pillage all before him upon every Advantage. 
The Author I ih tr ke vg = ern wey 
iuft 4 ut with the Ladies a ‘ood 
eas son no Esalif Word expreffive enough 
to explain it. The nea cpg 8 can think of 
is bafe-gainers. And what can be baler, than to fir 
down deliberately with a Friend, either at his Houfe, 


or my own, with an Intention to pick his ios b 


a lucky Throw of a Dye, or a Caft of a Card. hes 
has been frequently the Prattice, However I fhafl 


- 


content my felf with a Relation of one Fat, becanfe 


it is fomewhat fingalar in it’s kind. 

BRY ANIA the Virago one Evening, 
invited the beautiful Mori/da to a game of 
Cards at her Houfe, which the latter de 
clined, as having neitherSkill, nor Inclination, 
nor Money for Play; yet by much Iimpor- 
tunity was prevailed on to fup.with : 
foon after BRY ANIA calls for a Pack 
of Cards, and told the poor innocent Lady, 
fhe would inftrué her in a Game, which a 
Child of four Years old might learn in 
four Minutes, to this the complying good. 

natured 













(7) 
natured Morifda willingly confented, upon 
her Friend’s telling her the might lofe very 
little by low playing at this Game, Ac- 
cordingly they fixt apon three-pence a Coun- 
eter. They had not played above three Hours, 
when the poor Cudy was told the had loft 
rabout a trifle of twenty Guineas. Being not 
able to command twenty Shillings in the 
world, fhe took her leave in great Confufion, 
and Grief, promifing to difcharge the Debt 
in a litle Time. The unmerciful BRTANIA 
dunned her the Day following, and fo con- 
} tinued for a Week. This put the poor in- 
| digent Zady upon trying all Friends. In the 
mean Time, the following Letter was writ- 
ten to her, which I-have Tranfcribed 
with the ftritteft Juftice to the Writer. 
MADDUM, 


donat undarft and youar tretmint in ginin 

me they troble off Sendin fo offen forr 
that trifil with youe lofst too-me tuther nit 
If youe doo note feude ste bye they berer 1 a 
fouar youe I wil rite too youar bufbund forr 
itt, Maddum I amm €4c. 

This cerrible Letter put the poor Lady to her laft 
Shifts (nor is ita wonder it fhould, her Husband be- 
ing the greateft Bear living) which was to borrow 
the Money of a certain Col/onel, aod this, uncharitable 
People did mifinterpret fer a Valuable Confderation. 

The filth Lofs, I mentioned, was that of Temper. If 
any one doubts the Truth of this Pofition, I refer hima 
tr the Groom Porters, and Lucas’s-Goffee-Houfe, where 
the only Virtuofo of the Gaming Science are Daily 
and Nightly to be feen. Lt Blafpbeming, Curfing, 
Swearing, Ducking, Runing of Heads againjt the Wall, 
Throwing 
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(3) 
+ Throrvring Hats and Wigs im the Fire, D flortions of th 
" Counsenance. Biting of Nails, Burning of Cards, Break. 
ing of Dice-Bexes, can be catied a Lofs of Temper, they 
are found in the elorefaid place, in the highett degre 
of Perfcftion. And to make out the laft and greaceh 
Lofs, whith is, The Lofs of Life. Z 

[ heve, according to the bef of my Memory, heard | | 
of no iefs chan feven or eight worthy Gentlemen of 
the Trade, within a very few Years, upon fome hafy 
Words and Blows, given at fome thefe Gaming- 
Tables, retire from their Company, and one of them | 
bring in the News of the other’s Death im about Six 
Minutes. 

Upon the whele, I cannot but remark, That Ga, 
ming proceeds from three Qualities of the bafeft kind 
Avarice, Lazinef1 and Ignorance; Fort it mult un- 
doubtedly be a thirft for Gain, which is a motive to 
high playing ; and as for the Lazy and Ignorant (if 
they play low) I am more will remy ap wm, 
becaufle they have naturally betser Talents for Sssing 
and ‘trifing, than whollome bodily Exercile, or 
fpending the Evenings in a way of Converfation, | 
agreeable to Kasionas Creatures. : 

I fhall end this Paper with a ufeful Remark. 
Pistoismy Author, that the Deoson THEUTH was the 
Inventor of Dice (The Ladies know well enough,that 
the Deviland Demon arethe fame) and the Vulgar have 
it by Tradition, that Cards arethe Devil’s own Inven- 
tion, for which reafon, time out of mind,they are and 
have been called the Devil’s Books, therefore I can- 
not but fay after chis Information given, if Gamefters 
will not defift, they are undoubtedly at the Dewil’s 
Devotion. 





FINIS, 





